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Leading Nurses Association Voices Opposition To Question 4  

Raises Serious Concerns About Impact of Edibles, Impaired Driving On Public Health  
 
 
BOSTON – Expressing serious concerns about the impact of the dangerous edibles market and 
impaired driving on public health and safety, the American Nurses Association Massachusetts (ANA) 
today voiced their opposition to Question 4 to legalize commercial marijuana in Massachusetts.  
 
The American Nurses Association Massachusetts (ANA Mass) voted to join the coalition opposing 
Question 4. ANA Mass is the professional association that represents the 130,000 RNs in the 
commonwealth.  
 
ANA Mass joins an extensive group of health experts who believe Question 4 is the wrong path for 
Massachusetts. Among those groups opposing Question 4 include the Massachusetts Hospital 
Association, the Massachusetts Medical Society, the Conference for Boston Teaching Hospitals, the 
Organization of Nurse Leaders, the Association for Behavioral Health Care, and the National Alliance 
On Mental Health (Massachusetts Chapter).  
 
“Our nurses care deeply about promoting the health of all people across the Commonwealth,” ANA 
Massachusetts President Cathleen Colleran-Santos said. “We have serious concerns about the impact 
that promoting and selling highly potent marijuana edible products like candies and cookies will have 
on our families, particularly kids and teens. And we know that marijuana impaired traffic deaths will 
go up under this ballot question. We urge people to vote against Question 4 because it is the wrong 
path for the health and wellness of our families and communities.”  
 
“We are so thankful to have the support the American Nurses Association, and we thank them for their 
leadership,” said Representative Hannah Kane, Campaign for a Safe and Healthy Massachusetts 
Steering Committee Member. “Nurses deal directly with patients and families every day. For them 
them to clearly say that legalizing commercial marijuana is the wrong path for our kids and teens is a 
critical voice in this debate.”  
 
Question 4 would legalize the commercial marijuana industry in Massachusetts, allowing marijuana 
products to be marketed and sold in Massachusetts. Edibles products – including candies, cookies, and 
soda that are infused with THC - are a huge part of the industry, accounting for almost 50% of the sales 



in Colorado. These products are highly potent, and can be frequently mistaken for non-THC products 
by kids.  
 
States that have legalized commercial marijuana have seen in increase in drugged driving fatalities. 
According to AAA, Washington state saw a doubling of marijuana-impaired traffic deaths in one year 
after legalization. There is no Breathalyzer equivalent for marijuana impairment, meaning that police 
are severely limited in their ability to detect or punish marijuana-impaired drivers.  
 
ANA Mass joins an unprecedented, bi-partisan coalition of community leaders as well as health care, 
public safety, business, anti-addiction, and child protection advocates who are opposing Question 4.  
 
Other groups who are opposing Question 4 include:  

 Massachusetts Hospital Association  
 Massachusetts Medical Society  
 Massachusetts Municipal Association  
 Conference of Boston Teaching Hospitals  
 Organization of Nurse Leaders  
 Associated Industries of Massachusetts  
 Retailers Association of Massachusetts  
 Association of School Superintendents  
 Construction Industries of Massachusetts  
 Action for Boston Community Development  
 Association for Behavioral Healthcare  
 National Alliance On Mental Health (Massachusetts Chapter)  
 Massachusetts Chiefs of Police  
 Massachusetts Sheriffs Association  
 all Massachusetts District Attorneys  

Governor Charlie Baker, Lieutenant Governor Karyn Polito, Boston Mayor Marty Walsh, Speaker 
Robert DeLeo, Attorney General Maura Healey, Sheriff Steve Tompkins, Congressmen Joe Kennedy, 
Stephen Lynch, and Bill Keating, Congresswoman Nikki Tsongas, and 121 state legislators have also 
voiced their opposition to Question 4.  
  
For more information on the Campaign for a Safe and Healthy Massachusetts, visit 
safeandhealthyma.com or on twitter at @safehealthyma.  
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